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Students and how to become an excellent student in a British university. Today we asked Alexandra,
who is studying at the University of Westminster in London, to tell how accurate writing of the
essay affects the final assessment. Here are her three recommendations for prospective students.

1) The most important, the most boring and the most unexpected for those who have just started to
receive education abroad are the types of registration of sources. This is a thick manual, it’s also a
technical instruction that teaches and shows how to properly quote. Moreover, quoting both in the
text and in the bibliography because you need to make out a magazine, magazine article, book, e-
book, video, audio and in general everything that you use. At my university, it is customary to use
the "Harvard" system, and in some others they prefer the "Chicago" system. I advise you to find
these instructions on the Internet and memorize them by heart. Why this is important find out
below.

2) You need to know well which sources can be used and which cannot. Among those that can be
academic articles, magazines and books, that is, articles, magazines and books written by doctors of
science and, it seems, candidates for a doctor (check this with your teacher). You can use some
types of media for example, The Guardian or the Fifnancial Times and I suspect the use of the press
is not very welcome. You can use video and audio files, although it will be difficult to quote. You
can use books written not by academics, but by scientific journalists but in this case you need to pay
attention to the publisher, because it is the key to reliability. For example, Oxford Press can be
referenced, but a publisher usually engaged in fiction is better off. It is also better not to use books
that were not written in English and then translated without the approval of a scientific reviewer.
Translation by yourself is also undesirable if you are not yet a doctor of science.
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3) It is important to know the rules for plagiarism testing. Many universities and colleges in
England, including my university, use the Turnltln service. This is an interface for essays and
coursework (because all the assignments are submitted online) and at the same time software for
checking written work for plagiarism. Checking for plagiarism is extremely interesting: TurnltIn
uses not only the Internet, but also all work in its own database to find matches. When I upload my
essay, it passes the test for coincidence not only with third-party resources, but also with the essays
of my classmates and students of all previous years. Usually this system is very stringent to quoting.
Suppose you made a small mistake forgot to mark the title of the book in italics and that’s it, the
system gives you 1% plagiarism. Therefore, to achieve the plagiarism rate of “2%” is very cool,
very difficult, almost unrealistic. So learn how to design sources from the first recommendation.
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